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its organization the new corps numbered about three thou-
sand men of all ranks, and the pay of ordinary constables
or policemen was set at nineteen shillings per week. This
was the first system of civil police to be organized on modern
lines in any city of the world.

The new  police  organization at once encountered  the
fiercest   sort   of   popular   antagonism.    Newspapers   and Ynp<?Aliar~

_.   ^   r                ity of the

pamphleteers attacked it from all sides. It was hailed new police.
as the inauguration of continental despotism and as the
first step toward subverting the liberties of Englishmen.
Inflammatory placards called on Londoners to rise in
riot against "Peel's bloody gang/31 Individual constables
were assaulted, and when one of their number was
killed in an affray the jury brought in a verdict of
"justifiable homicide." For a time it looked as if Peel's
law would have to be repealed before the popular
clamor could be allayed; but the system managed to
weather the storm and by 1835 the opposition had calmed
down, an outcome largely due to the high caliber of the new
police constables and to the excellent work which they per-
formed. Crime diminished, till London became safe both
day and night. The results were so good, indeed, that in
this year (1835) parliament, by the Municipal Corporations
Act, required the other cities and boroughs of England to
establish police systems on a similar model but under local
control. In 1839 the counties were permitted to adopt a
constabulary, and in 1856 the requirement was made com-
pulsory.2 This later enactment also made provision for the
regular inspection of borough police by officials attached

1 By way of sarcastic tribute to Peel, the new policemen were dubbed

"peelers*' and "bobbies " In an attempt to uniform thorn in such fashion
as to allay the suspicion that they were a military body, they wore attired
in. blue coats and copper buttons: tho English soldier wore a red coat
and brass buttons. Tho copper button, was, in, fact, so prominent a
part of the new constable's attire that the street gamins called him the
"copper." In America we have shortened it to "cop."
219-20 Victoria, oh. 69.